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havingtothink, ‘HowdoIlearnthis?!’ It
waslikegoingtothegym–notthatIdo,
butI imaginethat’swhat itwouldbelike.”

Othertopicsupfordiscussioninclude
hisrelationshipswithRogerWatersand
DavidGilmour,hismost treasuredcars,
his favouriteFloydshowandwhytheband
mighthaveturneddownStanleyKubrick.
However,eventhegroup’s longest-
runningmemberdoesn’thavethekeyto
all theirenigmas:“TherearesomePink
Floydmysteriesthat even Pink Floyd are 
mystiiedby!”

Do you have David and Roger’s
numbers in your phone? And did you
ask them to join in on Saucerful Of
Secrets? Fabrizio Busi, via email
Yep. They’re probably the wrong

numbers, of course… No, I didn’t ask
them to join in, because that would

be Pink Floyd. But I did tell them
what I was proposing to do, as
good manners, and I have to say

both of them were supportive
– which I found slightly
disturbing! “Yeah, go ahead,
make a fool of yourself…”
I know David has looked at  

a lot of it online.

Why did you think this particular era 
of Floyd needed to be revisited?
Jimmy Turner, Rutland
Itwasmoreindiscussionwith[fellow
bandmembers]Lee[Harris],Gary[Kemp]
andGuy[Pratt].Becausetheyhadthis
enthusiasmforthateraparticularly,and
theypointedouttomewhatwasavailable 
andwhyitwouldworksowell.WhatI
didn’treallywanttodowasgooutas
anotherversionofPinkFloydandplay
“ComfortablyNumb”,thebestofDarkSide,
andsoon.All thisothermaterialwasthere,
lyingdormant,andcouldbeinterpreted
inaslightlydiferentway.Sowewouldn’t
havetotackleitasatributeband,wecould
allowourselvestobealittlebit freer. If
youstartgoingintothelatermaterial,you
mighthavetostartdoingbiggerplaces,
andIdon’thaveambitiontobebackina
stadium.Ithinkwe’llbringit tothe US, 
though,if there’sanappetite.

Was anything deemed too out-there 
to perform with Saucerful?
Graham Flatt, via email
“ScreamThyLastScream”was
considered,butIdidn’twanttotryand
singitandplay.Theotheronediscussed
atgreat lengthwas“Echoes”–itwould
benicetodoit,but it’ssomuchtodowith
Rick,andIthinkDavidfelt thatwhenRick
diedhewouldn’tplayit.SoIsort of felt 
maybeweshouldn’teither.

What’s been your favourite ever
show or tour? Marco Cardassi, Italy
It’sadiicultone.Over50yearsthere’s
beeneverythingfromthebackofaTransit
vantotheprivatejet.Andtheinteresting
thingisit’snotlikethere’saperiodthatwas
betterthananother–everyperiodhadits
owndelightsandproblems.Myfavourites
aretheshowswhereweprogressed,soI’d
saytheirstDarkSideshowattheRainbow,
where we inally got the movies working, 

Pink Floyd’s genial
drummer, currently

exploring that band’s early 
history with Saucerful

Of Secrets, talks cooking,
Kubrick and a possible  

Floyd reunion

“A
LITTLE while ago, my
daughter got me to do a
Pink Floyd online quiz,”
says Nick Mason. “I
scored just over 50 per

cent…” Nonetheless, the drummer, writer
and motor-racing driver has consented
to answer your questions on everything
and anything Floyd-related and more.
It’s an appropriate moment to speak with
Mason – 2018 looks to be the busiest
period in years for the de facto keeper of
the Pink Floyd lame, as he prepares to
head out on tour with his new project, Nick
Mason’s Saucerful Of Secrets, performing
the band’s more experimental, pre-Dark 
Side material. “I thoughtI’d
quite liketogobacktowork,”
heexplainsof thisrushof
activity,“butIhadn’t intended
it tobethis full-on. It’salong
timesinceI’vebeeninvolvedin
themechanicsofgoingonthe
road,andwhatweweredoing
in’93isn’t relevanttowhatwe’re
doingnow.But it’sstillmassive
comparedtowhatweusedtodo
–in’67therewerefourofusin
thebackofaTransitvanandtwo
guystoloadthestuf.Butnow
it’saminimumofabouteightor
ninecrew,ithastobe.”

Mason, lookingverymuchthe
relaxedcountrygentlemanin
asmartshirtandchinos,has
cometotheWarnerMusicoices
inKensingtontodiscussthe
impendingreleaseofUnattended
Luggage,aboxsetofhis three’80s
solorecords.“Working
withRobertWyatt,
MikeMantlerand
CarlaBleywasso
diferenttoworking
withFloyd,”he
explains. “I was 

Ihavegotafalse
moustache,butI’m 
not putting it on

ANAUDIENCEWITHNICKMASON

Interview by TOM PINNOCK
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Have car, will
travel: Mason
and his 1935
Aston Martin
Ulster, 1985 
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andtheaeroplanecoming from the back of 
theauditorium.

What Floyd archival releases are
planned? And what’s left in the vault?
Malcolm Walker, via email
Notmuch!WithTheEarlyYears therewas
afeelingof ‘andthekitchensink…’. I think
there’sare-releaseofAnimalsplanned
–it’sarecordthatwouldbeneitfrom
remastering.AtermanyyearsofAbbey
RoadandAirStudios, thiswasdoneona
muchmorefunkylevel, inourownstudio.
Soitperhapslackedabitof thatsharpness 
andsparkleyouget fromAbbeyRoad.

What’s the current situation with
the Momentary Lapse Of Reason
remake? Josip Radic, via email
Ah,memo:askDavidGilmour. It’sabit
uninished.Theplanwasalwaystoget
Ricktodosomemore,butthatdidn’t
happen.Soit’sshelvedforthemoment.

What does it feel like to have your  
solo albums out again?
Gaetano Saviano, via email
I’mthrilled. I’dsortof forgottenthem–
that’spartof theUnattendedLuggage
title.TheRickFennstufisextraordinary,
sodatedit’salmostquaint!Evenworse
is thefact I thoughtIhadtomaster the
drummachine.Sothat’s fascinating,and
thentheCarlaBleystufhaslasted–the
brassarrangementsarefabulous.And
I’dforgottenhowfunnytherecordis!
Butthey’renotsolorecordsatall, they’re
collaborationswithpeopleIwantedto
workwith. I’mstill intouchwithRobert
Wyatt–I’mstillproudof [producing]
RockBottom. I’dnever listentooldFloyd
materialunlessIhadtolearnsomething, 
butRockBottom I’dputonandenjoy.

What do you recall from producing 
The Damned’s second album?
Patrick Knave, via email
I probably got more out of it than they did.
They were right in the middle of musical
diferences, but I loved it. It took about as
long to make the album as it would have
taken us to set up the drum sound for a
Pink Floyd record. I remember saying 

to The Captain ater he’d put down a
bass part: “That was pretty good, shall
we do another just to be safe?” He went,
“Noooo!” They were hoping to get Syd 
to come in and produce, which
might have been fairly radical.

In1968,DavidGilmoursaid
Floydweremoving into
soundtracksbecauseyou
wantedtohavethechance
toscoresomething like
2001:ASpaceOdyssey.
Amazingly,Kubrickthen
askedtousesomeof
“AtomHeartMother” in
AClockworkOrange.
Andyouguyssayno!Why?
Jason Pyke, via email
Probablybecausehewouldn’t let
usdoanythingfor2001. Itsounds
abitpetulant! Idon’t remember
whetherhedidaskforsomething
fromAtomHeartMother.We’d
havelovedtohavegot involved
with2001–wethought it
wasexactlythesortof thing 
weshouldbedoing the 
soundtrackfor.

Any chance of a
release for Life Could
Be A Dream, a film you
made in 1986 featuring
unused footage from
Pompeii? Joe Christ,
Portland
There’snothingunseenin
it. Itwasa25-minutedoc
madeaboutme,primarily
withRothmansmoney,
becauseitwasabout
motor racing! I got to drive 

threeof theendurancechampionship
raceswiththeRothmansteam,soitwas
realbig-boymotorracing. Istillhavesome
greatcars,butI’mdoinglessracingnow.
I’mmorefondofinishingrestorations.
Favouritecars?Ihavethree–theirstcar
Ieverraced,apre-warAstonMartin,a
birdcageMaserati that Iwonthesupport
raceat theBritishGrandPrixin, in1993,
andtheFerrari250GTO–I’veracedit, I’ve
donerallies, tookmydaughterstochurch
fortheirweddings,anditmakesmelookso
fuckingcleverasIbought it for30kandone
soldlastweekfor£70m.WhatdoIpop to 
theshopsin?MyBMWmotorbike.

Who do you miss more on stage?  
Syd, Rick, Roger or David?
Jose Duarte, via email
ItwouldbeRoger,becauseI thinka
drummer’smusicalrelationship with the 
bassplayer is theone.

Would you don the Pompeii hair and
moustache for one Saucerful song?
Philip Waters, via email
No.Ihavegotafalsemoustache,butI’m
notputtingiton, and nor am I wearing the 
cowboyhat.

Have you thought about writing 
another book?
Flynn Becton, via email
Ihave,buttheproblemisit’squitehard
work.Assoonasyougetbeyondabout

7,000wordsyoustartrepeatingyourself.
Ihadanideaforacookbook,butsomeone
stolethetitle–‘DarkSideOfTheSpoon’
–sothatrathersetmeback.I thoughtit
wouldbebasedontherecipesthattour
caterersdofordiferentbands,soyou’d
haveKeithRichards’shepherdspieand
soon.Itwouldmakeagoodcharitybook.
I likecooking,yeah–sharpknives and 
alcohol,what’snottolike?

Has anyone come close to solving
the Publius Enigma [a mysterious
cryptic puzzle reportedly begun
during touring for The Division Bell
in 1994]? Phil Graves, via email
It’snowsolongagoIcan’teven
rememberwhatthebasisof itall
was.WhenSteveO’Rourkedied, the
enigmadiedwithhim.We’venever
reallyresolvedwhereitgot to. Itwasa
niceidea.Oneelementof itwasthere

wouldbeamessagesentviathe
periactoidlightsonstage,butwe
wereneverpartytothewholething. 
ImustaskDavidifheknows.

What are the chances of Pink
Floyd getting back together?
Patrick Sarries, via email
You’reaskingthewrongperson!
Isawaquotewheresomeonesaid,
“Onmytombstoneit’ll say, ‘I’m still 
notsureit’squiteover…’”

“We thought 2001: A Space 
Odyssey was exactly the
sort of thing we should be
doing the soundtrack for” 

Below: The Damned’s
Music For Pleasure,
Floyd’s A Saucerful Of
Secrets, and Mason
with impressive (real) 
moustache, 1971

Mason’s Saucerful
Of Secrets project,  
May 2018 

Unattended Luggage is out August
31 on Warner Music; Saucerful Of
Secrets’ UK tour starts September 
23 at Portsmouth GuildhallJI
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